
Message Series:  “Rethink Generosity”

Message:  “Serving God”
Scripture Reading:  Philippians 2:1-11

“The greatest among you will be your servant.  All who exalt themselves 
will be humbled; and all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
						      (Jesus in Matthew 23:11,12)

Jesus was the most generous person who ever lived!

1.	 “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves . . .” (Phillipians 2:3)

2.	 “Do not merely look out for your own interests, but the interests 
of others.” (Phillipians 2:4)

3.	 “Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped . . .” (Phillipians 2:5,6)

4.	 “But emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant.” 
(Phillipians 2:7)

5.	 “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.” (Phillipians 2:8)

6.	 “For this reason, God highly exalted Him . . .” (Phillipians 2:9)

Jesus did not compartmentalize His life like many of us, where we divide 
ourselves into many different motivations and acts, maybe adding a few acts 
of service in the middle of many other more self-centered behaviors, trying 
to find an uneasy balance between servanthood and selfishness.  Jesus was 
a servant.  When He began His day, each act was a service to God, from 
the thanksgiving for the morning breakfast, the time spent with His followers, 
the pause to share hope with the woman at the well, the words that healed 
the Blind Man, even to the cross where He gave His life a ransom for many.  
“For the joy set before Him, Jesus endured the shame of the cross!”  
(Hebrews 12:2)  Rethink Generosity!

Mike Ramsdell, November 8, 2009
Check out my blog at mikeramsdell.com.
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